Puerperal sepsis is extremely common, and until we can instil ante-natal care, cleanliness, and non-meddlesome midwifery, into the old women, nurses, and doctors of this world it will remain so; but please do not run -iway with the idea that it is necessarily a fatal disease, or that the diagnosis is simple, and the treatment ' rule of thumb.' It is nothing of the sort. Every case is of extreme interest and will test your clinical acumen to the utmost; moreover, please remember in these conditions that your prognosis must not be an immediate one, but that you must think of the remote complications and sequelae.
Before I talk to you of these cases I have collected, perhaps you will let me rem.nd you that, however difficult it may be, prevention is better than cure, and that those scrupulous ante-natal and prophylactic measures which every teaching hospital uses in its labour room must be observed in general practice.
Rule No. 14 of our labour room runs as follows:? " Staff nurses, students, and house staff will please remember that patients with labial affections are not to be examined unless urgently necessary, and that the responsibility of examining such a case must lie with the resident surgecn. Th.s includes such conditions as sores, warts, ulcers, pus discharges, growths, boils, and pustules."
For example let me show you these two cases. One is a lady who was confined outside with forceps, of a baby which died shortly after delivery, and you will see that she has soft sores on the labia, with a sloughing vagina and perinaeum, complicated by high fever and a discharge in which the gonococcus has been demonstrated.
1 he other is a full-term patient with an elephantoid condition of the labia majora and ulceration of a granulomatous type of the labia minora.
Speak.ng gyn-"cologically, may I remind you that this condition of the vulva we used to think was due to filariasis; now we know that in the majority of cases it is of syphilitic origin. In a lesser number of cases it may be due to tuberculosis or to Leishmania infection. 
